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New Mexico

A more reliable grid. New jobs. Cleaner power.
Transmission makes it possible.

Every day, millions of people in New Mexico rely on the energy grid to power our lives. Thanks
to a network of transmission lines that carry energy from where it’s generated to where it’s
used, we're able to heat and cool our homes, keep the lights on in our businesses, and even
charge our vehicles. We rarely think twice about it — until the power goes out. The problem is
most of America’s transmission lines were built in the 1950s and 1960s, and were only
intended to have a 50-year lifespan. We're way overdue for an upgrade.

—~| Improving New Mexico’s existing transmission
infrastructure, building new lines, and

o pursuing a regional approach to transmission
} planning and coordination will ensure all New

Mexicans enjoy reliable energy, while also

bringing thousands of new living-wage jobs to

the state, lowering energy costs, and
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accelerating the clean energy transition.

Transmission Means Jobs.
Thousands of living-wage, clean energy jobs

From 2017 to 2023, New Mexico climbed from 48th in the nation for clean energy production

to 7th — but in order to tap into the full potential of our rich renewable resources, we’ll still

need to build between 900 and 1,300 miles of new transmission lines. This will be a major

boost for our economy: Building more transmission and clean energy could create more than
24,360 good-paying jobs in New Mexico and generate an additional $1 billion per year in

economic growth.
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https://www.dws.state.nm.us/Portals/0/DM/LMI/NM_Clean_Energy_Workforce_Report.pdf
https://www.fool.com/research/renewable-energy-by-state/
https://www.eia.gov/state/analysis.php?sid=NM
https://nmreta.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/010522-RETA-Executive-Summary-FINAL.pdf
https://nmreta.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/010522-RETA-Executive-Summary-FINAL.pdf
https://nmreta.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/010522-RETA-Executive-Summary-FINAL.pdf

Transmission Means Affordability.
Electricity savings for homes and businesses

Expanding transmission infrastructure in New Mexico will allow the state to tap into low-cost
wind and solar resources and even become a net exporter of clean energy, which could bring
significant savings to New Mexico homes and businesses.

It’s estimated that building more interstate transmission lines and using them efficiently as
part of a regional transmission organization could save households in New Mexico $114
million a year in energy costs.

Transmission Means Reliability.
Keeping the power on when extreme temperatures strike

As New Mexico continues to experience summer heat that breaks records year after year, a

reliable energy grid will be a critical lifeline to help millions stay cool. Today, we have access to
modern transmission technologies that are far more efficient than what we had in the 1960s.
With a robust, 21st-century transmission system, grid operators can better coordinate
resources and send power where it’'s needed most to avoid the risk of blackouts.

Transmission Means Cleaner Energy.
Transmission is the missing link to our 100% clean
energy goals

With 278 days of sunshine per year on average and areas where wind speeds reach 50 miles
per hour, New Mexico has the most renewable energy potential of any state in the nation. But

in order to realize New Mexico’s potential as a national clean energy leader and achieve 100%
clean energy by 2045, the state needs to develop more transmission lines. By siting our
transmission projects with stewardship in mind to minimize the impacts of new projects on
tribal communities, landowners, cultural resources, and wildlife, we can transport our
abundant clean energy from the places where it’s generated to the places where we live,
work, and play. Transmission is the key to a clean energy future.

A more reliable grid. New jobs. Cleaner power.
Transmission makes it possible.

TransmissionPossible.org


https://blog.advancedenergyunited.org/reports/western-rto-economic-impact-study-region-wide-analysis
https://blog.advancedenergyunited.org/reports/western-rto-economic-impact-study-region-wide-analysis
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/northern-new-mexico-may-expect-near-record-heat-this-week/article_6cbb8d8a-232a-11ee-9e2c-d3006da2d6f6.html
https://nmreta.com/renewable-energy/
https://www.nmstatelands.org/divisions/commercial-resources/renewable-energy/#:~:text=New%20Mexico%20has%20an%20abundance,and%20tenth%20in%20wind%20potential.
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