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A more reliable grid. New jobs. Cleaner power.
Transmission makes it possible.

Every day, millions of Californians rely on our energy grid to power our modern way of life.
Thanks to a network of transmission lines that carry energy from where it’s generated to where
it’s used, we’re able to heat and cool our homes, keep the lights on in our schools and
businesses, and even charge our vehicles. We rarely think twice about it — until the power goes
out. Most of America’s transmission lines were built in the 1950s and 1960s, and were only
intended to have a 50-year lifespan. We’re way overdue for an upgrade.

Improving California’s existing transmission infrastructure, building new lines, and
pursuing a regional approach to transmission planning and coordination will ensure we
can all enjoy reliable electricity, while also bringing thousands of new living-wage jobs to
the state, lowering costs, and accelerating the clean energy transition.

Transmission Means Reliability.
Keeping the lights and AC on in extreme weather

Last year, California saw one of the worst heat waves in modern history, and the triple-digit

temperatures in the summertime aren’t dropping anytime soon. When everyone reaches for
the thermostat in these extreme conditions, our outdated power grid gets overloaded, risking

dangerous outages. It doesn’t have to be this way: We can avoid the risk of blackouts when

temperatures soar by upgrading our transmission infrastructure and implementing modern
technologies that can improve the grid’s capacity to move energy during high demand. With a
robust, 21st-century transmission system, we can keep the lights on and stay cool when it
gets hot.

Learn more and find out how you can get involved at
/2A ENERGY UNITED" TransmissionPossible.org
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https://www.newsweek.com/heat-wave-california-heat-dome-dangerous-climate-1740069
https://www.newsweek.com/california-heat-wave-power-grid-tracker-blackouts-1740508
https://www.newsweek.com/california-heat-wave-power-grid-tracker-blackouts-1740508

Transmission Means Affordability.
Transmission clears the way for the lowest-cost clean energy

Just as roads and bridges experience gridlock during rush hour, our transmission system can
get congested when energy use surges and there’s not enough capacity available to move low-
cost energy where it needs to go. When extreme temperatures hit and Californians all reach for
the thermostat at once, it puts tremendous pressure on our outdated transmission grid, leading
to grid congestion and higher electric bills. Adding grid-enhancing technologies, or GETs, to our

existing transmission grid could unlock 40% more grid capacity and reduce congestion costs in

the short term. Over time, building new transmission projects will let us connect more clean
wind and solar power and lower energy costs even more.

Transmission Means Cleaner Energy.
Transmission is our ticket to 100% clean energy

On a mild day in 2022, California met 100% of its energy demand with renewable sources for
the first time ever. It was an exciting milestone — but on average, clean energy supplies just a
quarter of California’s energy. To achieve our stated goal of 100% clean energy by 2045, we
need to upgrade our transmission infrastructure. Already, the U.S. has enough clean energy
projects under development to meet 80% of the nation’s total demand — we just need an

improved transmission system to adequately transport that energy to where we work, live, and
play. More transmission to the state’s coastal cities also means we can close old, polluting
fossil plants in communities overburdened with pollution.

Transmission Means Jobs.
Good-paying jobs for California’s economy

The need to build and maintain transmission infrastructure means we can permanently employ
Californians. By some estimates, the U.S. needs to build as many as 91,000 miles of new
transmission lines in the next 13 years — which means new high-paying jobs across the
country. Planning and building more interstate transmission and using it efficiently could create
between 34,400 and 138,700 permanent jobs across the state within the next 10 years.

A more reliable grid. New jobs. Cleaner power.
Transmission makes it possible.
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https://www.utilitydive.com/news/grid-congestion-cost-transmission-grid-strategies-report/647668/
https://watt-transmission.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Building-a-Better-Grid-How-Grid-Enhancing-Technologies-Complement-Transmission-Buildouts.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2022/05/07/1097376890/for-a-brief-moment-calif-fully-powered-itself-with-renewable-energy#:~:text=On%20a%20mild%20Sunday%20afternoon,a%20week%20earlier%20of%2099.9%25.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/interactive/2023/clean-energy-electricity-sources/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/interactive/2023/clean-energy-electricity-sources/
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2022-04/Queued%20Up%E2%80%A6But%20in%20Need%20of%20Transmission.pdf
https://www.nrel.gov/analysis/100-percent-clean-electricity-by-2035-study.html
https://info.aee.net/hubfs/2023%20Reports/REPORT%20Western%20RTO%20California.pdf
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